
 

THE BEDFORD  
PASSION PLAY  

 
SATURDAY OF EASTER WEEKEND- 

26 MARCH 2016 
 
It has been many years since a full scale 
open air Passion Play was last seen in 
Bedford, but plans are well underway 
for another one next Easter. 

 
A new script is being written to retell the story of Jesus’ trials, crucifixion and resurrection in a 
fresh and direct way. The Borough Council has given the go-ahead for the play to be staged in 
three main locations in the centre of Bedford, beginning near the Bus Station and ending by the 
Castle Mound. 
 
More than just being a gripping piece of community theatre, the 2016 Passion Play will be an 
act of witness and opportunity for celebration at the most joyful weekend of the Christian year. 
(The long established Good Friday service will also take place next year, with the Passion Play a 
day later.) 
 
Rehearsals will begin in the autumn and alongside a cast of principles, large numbers of 
costumed volunteers are needed to make up the crowds, disciples and troops of soldiers. The 
script will be made available for anyone who wishes to see it before rehearsals begin.  
 
The church leaders who are organising this event in association with Hope in Bedfordshire 
would dearly love all churches in our town and surrounding area to be involved, so please make 
it known to your congregation and ministry team. 
 
Everyone interested in being a part of it or in finding out more is welcome to come to the 
Passion Play Launch at the Quarry Theatre at 6.00pm for 6.30pm on Thursday 3 September.  
Please let us know via bedpp16@gmail.com if you can make this and who else might come. If 
you can’t make the evening but would like to be kept informed of developing plan, please email 
us and let us know. 
 
Professional fees for direction, costume production, sound and staging will be met in part 
through an applied-for grant from the Passion Play Trust but we are inviting donations from all 
churches or individuals that can afford to of up to £300. Donations will be treated as designated 
funds within the Hope in Bedfordshire accounts. 
 
So please make these plans known to the committees and members of your church. Please let 
us know if you can come to the launch event. Above all, please pray that this presentation of 
our Lord’s Passion will touch hearts and change lives. For more information, or to request a 
speaker for your church, please contact bedpp16@gmail.com. 
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